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outward advantages of her husband, was considered
his superior in conversational powers, and possessed,
in a high degree, the charm of voice and manner
which belongs to the Cavendish family. She rather
affected a remarkable simplicity in her dress, was
generally attired in black, and would receive her
guests in the plainest of caps, and wrapped up in a
shawl. But, in spite of the homeliness of her cos-
tume, figure, and features, there was something in
the tout ensemble which spoke of noble blood and
ancient lineage; and her manner of receiving was
perfect. Unlike most of our countrywomen, she was
not subject to fits of caprice; she was perfectly in-
dependent, and could afford to form her own opinion,
and act upon it; and if there was a kind and
generous action to be performed, she was sure not
to miss the opportunity of doing it. Through good
report and evil report, she would cleave to those
who had once won her affectionate regard, and with-
out any appearance of patronising, she knew how to
throw the mantle of her loving protection round
those who needed it. At the same time, there was
nothing banal in her manner or character. She
had none of that excess of constrained politeness,
which is, in reality, the height of incivility, but was
courteous to all; by her perfect breeding, she con-
strained the presuming British Gogs and Magogs to
keep at a respectful distance, without ever saying
an unkind word, or showing any symptom of being
ruffled or discomposed.

It was rather amusing, when Lady Granville
first came to Paris, to see some of the grandes
dames of the Faubourg St. Germain feeling their
way, and trying whether they could not dictate to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